Activities off the Coast of Finnmark,'' Kirsti Strøm Bull elaborates on the legal history of the neighboring country's fishing outside Finnmark until its termination in the early 1900s, showing that Russian fishermen, like Sámi from Finland Á and unlike fishermen from other nations Á were authorized to establish shacks and landing places in Finnmark.
Due to the growing global demand for minerals, extractive industries are continuously expanding. Together with other interventions in the pastures and environmental problems caused by climate changes, this poses a real threat to the traditional livelihoods of the Sámi people. In the research project Sustainable Mining, local communities and environmental regulation in the Kolarctic area (SUMILCERE), based on an exemplary multilateral research, Timo Koivurova, Vladimir Masloboev, Kamrul Hossain, Vigdis Nygaard, Anna Petrétei and Svetlana Vinogradova analyze how the four countries with an indigenous Sámi population aim to protect the Sámi culture against adverse impacts of mining via relevant national legislation. Their analyses have resulted in an extensive and thoughtful article titled ''Legal Protection of Sami Traditional Livelihoods from the Adverse Impacts of Mining,'' which clarifies similarities and differences in how Finland, Norway, Sweden and Russia legally seek to ensure Sami coexistence with the extractive industries.
The salmon stocks of the Deatnu River, which forms the border between Norway and Finland flowing through the core area of the Sámi, are considered critically endangered. In ''One Valley, Three Hands,'' Áike Niillas Peder Selfors explores how international laws protecting Sami culture and livelihood are to be applied when Finland and Norway adopt new principles aiming to regulate salmon fishing in the border river. The author questions the ongoing negotiations and asks if they have already violated the rights protecting the Sami people.
In ''The EU Seal Products Ban Á Why Ineffective Animal Welfare Protection Cannot Justify Trade Restrictions under European and International Trade Law,'' Martin Henning explores the legitimacy of the general ban on trade in seal products adopted by the European Union. The author analyzes the current ineffective EU ban on seal products, arguing that it has a weakly founded legal basis in EU treaties and should therefore be considered annulled.
We are honored to present all these interesting explorations in arctic law. Pleasant reading.
Øyvind Ravna Editor-in-chief Ø. Ravna
